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One  of  the  questions  we  are  trying  to  answer  in  our  research 
concerning  blackbird  damage  to  crops  is  whether  birds  doing  damage  in 
specific  areas  during  the  growing  season  occupy  specific  roosts  during 
the  winter.  Consequently  we  are  trying  to  locate  all  large  winter 
blackbird  roosts  in  eastern  United  States .  Records  of  birds  banded 
at  the  roosts  and  recovered  during  the  growing  season  can  be  used  to 
determine  relationships  between  wintering  areas  and  summering  areas. 
Counts  at  the  roosts  can  be  used  to  estimate  the  size  and  distribution 
of  the  wintering  population. 

Although  many  of  the  largest  roosts  in  the  eastern  United 
States  have  been  located  (see  map,  p.  2),  there  is  considerable  evi- 
dence that  many  additional  roosts  exist.  A  number  of  roosts  have  been 
discovered  by  amateur  bird  watchers  and  game  management  personnel,  or 
through  information  these  people  have  furnished.  Since  we  can  cover 
only  a  part  of  the  winter  range  of  blackbirds  each  year",  all  such 
outside  assistance  is  of  very  great  value. 

Most  winter  roosts  are  located  in  the  southeastern  quarter 
of  the  United  States,  east  of  the  Appalachian  Mountains.  Redwinged 

Blackbirds  winter  chiefly  in  the  Coastal  Plain  Province  the  low 

flat  land  nearest  the  coast.  Grackles,  Cowbirds,  and  Starlings  also 
are  abundant  in  much  of  this  area  during  the  winter;  they  are  also 
widely  distributed  inland  and  somewhat  northward,  in  the  Piedmont  and 
Ridge  and  Valley  Provinces.  Climate,  food,  and  roosting  cover  are 
the  most  important  factors  governing  the  distribution  of  winter  popu- 
lations. Along  the  Atlantic  Seaboard,  roosts  occur  in  three  principal 
cover  types:   Phragmites  cane  and  Big  Cordgrass  marshes  in  the  Delaware 
Valley  -  Chesapeake  Bay  area;  swamps  and  Pocosins  (Pond  Pine  bogs  with 
an  understory  thicket  of  broad-leaved  evergreens  and  switch  cane)  in 
eastern  North  Carolina;  and  Giant  Cutgrass  marshes  in  coastal  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia.  In  upland  areas,  roosts  frequently  are  in  dense 
pine  and  other  thickets. 

The  largest  known  blackbird  roost  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  is 
in  the  Dismal  Swamp,  a  few  miles  south  of  Norfolk,  Virginia.  The  1959- 
1960  population  at  this  roost  was  estimated  at  15  million  birds.  The 
Dismal  Swamp  roost  has  been  in  continuous  use  for  many  years,  and  the 
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Locations  of  Major  Roosts 

1.  Raritan  River  estuary,  Middlesex  County,  New  Jersey 

2.  Dallas town,  York  County,  Pennsylvania 

3.  Hanover,  York  County,  Pennsylvania 

4.  Artificial  Island,  Salem  County,  New  Jersey 

5.  Patapsco  River,  Anne  Arundel  County,  Maryland 

6.  Choptank  River,  Talbot  County,  Maryland 

7.  Fishing  Bay,  Dorchester  County,  Maryland 

8.  Cris field,  Somerset  County,  Maryland 

9.  Whiton,  Worcester  County,  Maryland 

10.  Bullbeggar  Creek,  Accomac  County,  Virginia 

11.  Tappahannock,  Essex  County,  Virginia 

12.  Hopewell,  Prince  George  County,  Virginia 

13.  Dismal  Swamp,  Norfolk  County,  Virginia,  and  Camden  County,  N.  Carolina 

14.  Greensboro,  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina 

15.  Columbia,  Tyrrell  County,  North  Carolina 

16.  Tarboro,  Edgecombe  County,  North  Carolina 

17.  Pinetown,  Beaufort  County,  North  Carolina 

18.  Engelhard,  Hyde  County,  North  Carolina 

19.  Trenton,  Jones  County,  North  Carolina 

20.  Clemson,  Pickens  County,  South  Carolina 

21.  Bolivia,  Brunswick  County,  North  Carolina 

22.  Atlanta,  Fulton  County,  Georgia 

23.  Back  River,  Berkeley  County  South  Carolina 

24.  Santee  River  estuary,  Charleston  County,  South  Carolina 

25.  Montgomery,  Montgomery  County,  Alabama 

26.  Savannah  River  estuary,  Jasper  County,  South  Carolina 

27.  Moody  Air  Force  Base,  Lowndes  County,  Georgia 

28.  Appalachicola  River  swamp,  Calhoun  County,  Florida 


population  has  always  been  immense.  A  roost  on  Artificial  Island  on 
the  New  Jersey  side  of  the  Delaware  Bay  had  an  estimated  population  of 
two  and  one-half  million  Redwinged  Blackbirds  in  January  i960.   Star- 
lings and  other  species  of  blackbirds  also  roosted  there.  An  estimated 
two  million  blackbirds  occupied  a  seven-acre  Scrub  Pine  thicket  at 
Greensboro ,  North  Carolina  in  the  winter  of  i960.  There  were  no  Red- 
winged  Blackbirds  present. 

Most  large  roosts  are  occupied  by  several  different  species, 
which  tend  to  segregate  during  the  day.  Blackbirds  are  known  to  fly 
as  far  as  *J-0  miles  each  morning  to  reach  their  favorite  foraging  ground, 
Such  long  flights  may  be  due  as  much  to  the  birds'  nomadic  nature  as  to 
necessity,  for  feeding  opportunities  closer  to  the  roost  often  are  over- 
looked. 

Movements  to  and  from  the  roost  are  usually  over  the  same 
flight  lines  each  day.   There  may  be  some  shifting,  however,  as  the 
season  progresses  and  local  food  supplies  diminish.  The  main  flight 
to  the  roost  is  between  sunset  and  dusk;  the  morning  exodus  is  at 
dawn.  Wherever  there  are  concentrations  of  birds  in  winter  there 
usually  is  a  roost  somewhere  within  a  radius  of  25  miles.  By  following 
flight  lines,  the  roost  can  be  located. 

Persons  who  have  knowledge  of  the  locations  of  active  winter 
blackbird  roosts  can  contribute  materially  to  our  work  by  sending  this 
information  to  the  Patuxent  Wildlife  Research  Center,  Laurel,  Maryland. 
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